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Kiwanis and IDD
A Story About Universal 

Salt Iodization



§ Founded in 1915
§ 16,000 clubs
§ 600,000 members
§ 80+ nations















1990 UN Summit for Children
GLOBAL HEALTH GOALS

§ Global eradication of polio by 2000

§ Elimination of neonatal tetanus by 1995

§ 50% reduction of deaths due to diarrhea

§ Virtual elimination of vitamin A deficiency by 
2000

§ Virtual elimination of iodine deficiency 
disorders

§ Elimination of guinea-worm disease by 2000

§ 95% reduction of deaths due to measles and 
90% reduction of measles causes by 1995

§ 1/3 reduction of iron deficiency in women

§ Maintenance of a high level of routine 
immunization coverage

CHILD SURVIVAL GOALS

§ 1/3 reduction of infant and under-5 
mortality 

§ Dissemination of knowledge and 
supporting services to increase 
household food security: and increase 
food production

§ 1/3 reduction of acute respiratory 
infections (ARI) deaths in children 
under five



Selected iodine deficiency disorders (IDD)
§ 1.5 billion people affected 
§ World’s leading cause of preventable mental retardation, 
§ Increased risk of infant mortality, miscarriage, stillbirth, IQ loss
§ Only 20% of world’s table salt was iodized 

Why?
§ Science was known
§ Solution was cost-effective
§ Ability to raise the funds
§ Improve the future for millions of children and families 
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Partnerships
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